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Title 3—The President Proc. 9172 

Proclamation 9172 of September 19, 2014 

National Historically Black Colleges and Universities Week, 
2014 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For generations, the promise of an education has been a beacon of hope 
for millions of Americans seeking a better life. At a time when it was 
deemed illegal for African Americans to learn to read or write, brave men 
and women took great risks to learn these skills in secret. And after the 
Civil War, determined individuals made extraordinary sacrifices to estab-
lish the institutions we know today as Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities (HBCUs). These schools waged a war against illiteracy and igno-
rance and offered a newly free people the opportunity to write their own 
chapter in the American story. This week, we honor their important legacy 
and renew our commitment to their spirit: that every person deserves a 
chance to succeed. 

Over more than 150 years, HBCUs have provided students with the tools 
to meet the challenges of a changing world. These institutions are hubs of 
opportunity that lift up Americans and instill in their students a sense of 
who they are and what they can become. Their campuses are engines of 
economic growth and community service and proven ladders of intergen-
erational advancement. Across our country, their graduates strengthen our 
communities, lead our industries, and serve our Nation. And their suc-
cesses inspire the next cohort of graduates and leaders. 

HBCUs have forged pathways to help students overcome barriers to equal 
opportunity, but more work remains to ensure that a world-class education 
is within the reach of every person willing to work for it. That is why my 
Administration is fighting to make college more affordable with larger 
grants and low-interest loans. We are investing hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in HBCUs, and because half of all students at these schools are the first 
in their family to attend college, we are supporting programs that help 
these first-generation scholars succeed. Our goal is to have the highest pro-
portion of college graduates in the world by 2020, and investing in these 
institutions and their students will play a vital part in meeting it. 

Today, because of the work of bold leaders—and of parents and grand-
parents who never dreamed of going to college themselves but who saved 
and sacrificed so their children could—more young people have the chance 
to achieve their greatest potential and full measure of happiness. During 
National Historically Black Colleges and Universities Week, we recognize 
the ways these schools have made our Nation more just and we continue 
our work to make higher education accessible to every child in America. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 21 through 
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September 27, 2014, as National Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities Week. I call upon educators, public officials, professional organiza-
tions, corporations, and all Americans to observe this week with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities that acknowledge the countless 
contributions these institutions and their alumni have made to our country. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9173 of September 25, 2014 

Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument 
Expansion 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Through Proclamation 8336 of January 6, 2009, the President established 
the Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument (‘‘Monument’’) to 
protect and preserve the marine environment around Wake, Baker, 
Howland, and Jarvis Islands, Johnston and Palmyra Atolls, and Kingman 
Reef for the care and management of the historic and scientific objects 
therein. The Monument is an important part of the most widespread collec-
tion of marine- and terrestrial-life protected areas on the planet, sustaining 
many endemic species including corals, fish, shellfish, marine mammals, 
seabirds, water birds, land birds, insects, and vegetation not found else-
where. The Monument includes the lands, waters, and submerged and 
emergent lands of the seven Pacific Remote Islands to lines of latitude and 
longitude that lie approximately 50 nautical miles from the mean low water 
lines of those seven Pacific Remote Islands. The islands of Jarvis, Howland, 
and Baker were also the location of notable bravery and sacrifice by a small 
number of voluntary Hawaiian colonists, known as Hui Panalā‘au, who oc-
cupied the islands from 1935 to 1942 to help secure the U.S. territorial 
claim over the islands. 

The area around the Monument includes the waters and submerged lands 
to the extent of the seaward limit of the United States Exclusive Economic 
Zone (‘‘U.S. EEZ’’) up to 200 nautical miles from the baseline from which 
the breadth of the territorial sea of these seven Pacific Remote Islands is 
measured. The U.S. EEZ areas adjacent to Wake and Jarvis Islands and 
Johnston Atoll (‘‘adjacent areas’’) contain significant objects of scientific in-
terest that are part of this highly pristine deep sea and open ocean eco-
system with unique biodiversity. These adjacent areas hold a large number 
of undersea mountains (‘‘seamounts’’) that may provide habitat for colonies 
of deepwater corals many thousands of years old. These adjacent areas’ pe-
lagic environment provides habitat and forage for tunas, turtles, manta rays, 
sharks, cetaceans, and seabirds that have evolved with a foraging technique 
that depends on large marine predators. 
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